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Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors (before 2200 B.C.)
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These were legendary Chinese rulers of remote antiquity. The
three kings refer to Fuxi, Suiren, and Shennong, according to one
version, or the King of Heaven, the King of Earth, and the King of
Man, according to another. The five emperorsrefer to the Y ellow
Emperor, Emperor Zhuanxu, Emperor Ku, Emperor Y ao, and
Emperor Shun. Different historians have different explanations as to
who "The Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors' were.

Known as "emperors' in legend before the Xia dynasty, "The
Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors’ were probably just the
heads of tribes, becoming the leaders of alliances between tribes
because of their strong powers.
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The Xia Dynasty (about 2146 B.C. — 1675 B.C.)
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Established by Xiayu, and ending with Jie, the Xia dynasty had
seventeen emperors. Its capital was in Anyi (northwest of Xia county
of Shanxi province). When the abdication system that originated
from the time of "The Three Kings and Five Emperors' was replaced
by the hereditary system, Xia became the first dynasty of the
hereditary system in China, Thiskind of dynasty of the hereditary
system lasting for more than four thousand years.
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The Shang Dynasty (about 1600 B.C. — 1066 B.C.)
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Very stable with its reign, the Shang dynasty isalso called Yin
dynasty, because Emperor Pangeng moved the capital several times,
which promoted economic and cultural development, until he chose
Yin as the permanent site for the capital.

The Shang dynasty was a hereditary system, that is, the throne
was passed from elder brother to younger brother, or from father to
son. Inthe latter years of the Shang dynasty, a system was
established in which the eldest son of the principal wife succeeded.
This system laid an important foundation for the patriarchal system
of the Zhou dynasty. The Shang dynasty was also famous for
divination. The existing inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells are
records of divination.
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The Shang Emperors
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The Zhou Dynasty (1066 B.C. — 256 B.C.)
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Separated into West Zhou period and East Zhou period, the
Zhou dynasty lasted for about eight hundred years, having
thirty-seven emperorsin thirty generations.

Adopting the policy of using clansmen to protect the reign, the
ruler of the Zhou dynasty sent their relatives of the same surname to
different placesto establish feudal states. Those states effectively
protected the central imperial court. Inthe East Zhou period, those
feudal states became more and more powerful, and thus fought with
each other frequently, which led to the appearance of the famous
"The Five Overlords of the Spring and Autumn Period", and "The
Seven Powerful States of the Warring States Period'.

Culture was developed quickly in the Zhou dynasty. The
various schools of thought and their exponents started to appear in
this period, such as Confucian, Taoist, Legalist, and Mohist etc.
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The Qin Dynasty (221 B.C. — 206 B.C.)
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Asthefirst united imperial dynasty in Chinese history, the Qin
dynasty changed its system from previous feudal statesto a
centralized empire, and tightened its control on local authorities.

The Qin dynasty contributed greatly to the unification of land
and measurement, as well as economic and cultural development.
However, the building of the Great Wall had a mixed reception, as
although it helped defend the land from invasion, it also consumed
lots of manpower and resources, which partially led to the decline of
the Qin dynasty. Furthermore, "burning books and burying
Confucian scholars alive" by Emperor Qin Shi Huang marked the
retrogression of civilization.
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The Han Dynasty (206 B.C. — 220 A.D.)
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In its history of five hundred years, the Han dynasty became a
united and powerful empire through a series of political and
economic reforms, and was a time of peace and prosperity.

The Han dynasty gradually set Confucianism as an authentic
political idea, which enabled Confucianism to prevail in China for
the following two thousand years.. The Han dynasty stabilized its
centralism by perfecting its administrative system. It not only passed
Chinese commodities and civilization to the west through the " Silk
Road", but also brought civilization to various nomadic groups by
creatively marrying daughters of the Han imperial family to them,
which helped assimilate and subdue those groups.
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The Three Kingdoms (220 A.D. — 280 A.D.)
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Because of the wars among Wei, Wu, and Shu, the Three
Kingdoms was a chaotic period. Agriculture, metallurgy, and
shipbuilding were developed quickly due to the needs of wars.
However, the continuous wars that consumed huge amounts of
resources and manpower slowed down overall development in
China

On the other hand, theories of war fully developed in war
practices. "The battle of Guandu" and "The battle of Chibi" were two
classic examples of defeating the many with few.
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The Jin Dynasty (265 A.D.— 420 A.D.)
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Jin was a dynasty of weakness, with most emperors, except the
first three, weak in will. Repeatedly invaded by foreign nations, the
northern land was out of the empire's control, and continued to be the
case till post-Jin times.

After becoming the governors of the Central Plains, the
minorities came into contact with Chinese culture, and mixed with
the Han nation. After that, the minorities and the Han nation
gradually melted into a bigger nation — the Chinese Nation.
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The Southern and Northern Dynasties (386 A.D. — 581 A.D.)
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The Southern and Northern Dynasties period was a period in
which China was separated by southern and northern regimes. The
Southern Dynasties included Song, Qi, Liang, and Chen. The
Northern Dynasties in which "the Sixteen Kingdoms of the Five
Barbarian Groups' period transitioned to Wei dynasty promoted
nations blend, and was the prelude to China's unification in the
succeeding Sui dynasty.

Although in the Southern and Northern Dynasties the economy
was at a gandstill, Buddhism had developed unprecedentedly.
Temples scattered everywhere in this period, and the Cave of
Thousand Buddha at Dunhuang, The Y ungang Grottoes, The
Longmen Grottoes, and the Maijishan Grottoes were all built in this
period. The advance in academics was also evident, and one example
was that Pi was calculated accurately to the seventh decimal places.
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Lasting for only thirty-eight years, the Sui dynasty had only two
emperors, and was a short dynasty in Chinese history.

The Sui dynasty was a period when politics, economy, military,
and culture were strengthened and centralism was enhanced. The
man-made Grand Canal, later became a transportation artery
connecting south and north. The opening of the Grand Canal set a
solid infrastructure for development in later years.
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Asthe most brilliant dynasty in Chinese history, the Tang
dynasty reached a peak for its strong national strength, prosperous
economy, and splendid culture. Being the most powerful country in
the world, Tang influenced Japan, Korea, and other countries through
its civilization.

The Tang dynasty was a time of peace and prosperity, appearing
asa"golden age". Inthefield of literature, alarge number of popular
poems were written, which has never happened since.
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Separated into North Song and South Song, the Song dynasty
was invaded many times by many minority groups, representatives of
which were Liao, Jin, and Meng etc. The period when the imperial
government was forced to retain sovereignty over Linan is called the
South Song.

The imperial examination system became complete and mature
in the Song dynasty, shedding deep influences on later times.
Development in agriculture was prominent. Handcrafted products
were famous around the world for their fine quality and advanced
workmanship. The earliest paper currency appeared in thistime.
The
Song dynasty saw a lot of achievements in fields such as
Neo-Confucianism, literature, historiography, science and
technology. The Song lyrics, together with Tang poems, are deemed
as pearlsin Chinese literature.
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The Yuan Dynasty (1271 A.D.— 1368 A.D.)
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Built by Mongolian people, the Y uan dynasty was the first
dynasty in which a minority group united China. The Y uan
controlled not only the Central Plains and south of the Y angtze River,
but also expanded itsreign to all Asiaand even Europe, becoming
the dynasty that owned the most land in Chinese history.

The Yuan dynasty was original in areas of economy, literature,
and arts etc. In addition to the handcraft industry that had further
developed, literature reached another peak represented by Y uan
Songs. "The Travels of Marco Polo" by a Venetian merchant
described the prosperity of the Y uan in detail.
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The Ming Dynasty (1368 A.D. — 1644 A.D.)
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The Ming dynasty was the last dynasty built by Han nation. The
economic interactivities between the East and the West were closer
and more frequent during the time due to the opening of "The
Ceramic Road" and other ocean passages. The capital economy
started to emerge, and western religion and ideology brought in and
disseminated by Matteo Ricci were gradually accepted by some
Chinese.

The Ming dynasty saw a quick development in science and
culture. Three of four famous novels in Chinese literary history
"Pilgrimage to the West", "The Water Margin”, and "Romance of the
Three Kingdoms" were produced in this dynasty. Antithetical
couplets became popular at the time and are still popular today.
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The Qing Dynasty (1644 A.D. - 1911 A.D.)
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Ruled by Manchu people, the Qing dynasty had ten emperors
altogether. The long-lasting conflict between nomadic people and
farming people in Chinese history was reconciled in the Qing
dynasty, and China as a unitary multi-national country was
strengthened.

In the economy, the autocratic system strengthened in the Qing
dynasty obstructed the development of capitalism. In culture, "The
Imperial Collection of Four" compiled in this time summarized the
cultural legacy. On the other hand, large numbers of books were logt,
and many scholars were persecuted because of the notorious "literary
persecution” system, which held back cultural growth.
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